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Abstract

The writing of music history already existed in ancient China. Yue Zhi, record of
music events at court and the rituals of every Dynasty, was included in China’s Standard
Histories and served as the primary historical documents of Chinese ancient music.
Even though Yue Zhi is included in the Standard Histories, it does not qualify as a real
history from the perspective of contemporary music historiography, let alone traditional
Chinese historiography, which was based primarily on biography. Since late 19th
century, Western culture, including its music culture, invaded China and had a strong
impact. To compete with the then dominant music culture of the West, Chinese
intellectuals began to evaluate Chinese ancient music, for example, the traditional
definition and discourse of it. They applied the perspectives and methodology from the
West to investigate the issues regarding the development of Chinese music and
reconstruct the system of the writing of Chinese music history. Viewed this way, the
writing of Chinese music history can be said to have emerged in the 1920s. Bo-he Yeh’s
Zhongguo yin yue shi, published in 1922, appeared, literally, as the first Chinese music
history. Different from Yue Zhi, which was limited to the recording of music events and
rituals, the writing of Chinese musical history in early 20™ century focuses on the issues
of historical continuity and causality, which derive from contemporary historiography,
as well as music ontology, one of the fundamental topics of 19™-century Western music
aesthetics. Due to the difference in terms of the condition of writing and the quality of
the authors, the contents of these works of Chinese music history vary, and depend on
how each author comprehended Chinese music and its history. Zhi-heng Hsu, Fei Tong,
and Jin-wen Zheng, who were experts of Chinese traditional music, adhered to its
system and adopted a traditional perspective of music discourse in their writings. They
are considered to be conservative. On the contrary, Bo-he Yeh, Yiu-mei Hsiao, and
Guang-gi Wang, who had an education of Western art music, are advocates of
Westernization. They introduced Western music and methodology into their works,
viewing this as an essential strategy to reconstruct the historical discourse of Chinese
music. Zhongguo yin yue shi, yet another example of contemporary writing of Chinese
music history, includes a partial Chinese translation of 76yo ongaku shi by Japanese
musicologist Tanabe Hisao, and presents a Chinese music history that was based on the
theory of “cultural transfer” adopted in comparative musicology. Situated in the context
of a contrived “Eastern culture”, this work presents a Japanese response to the West and,
in particular, the “Japanese Westernization” campaign in early 20™-century China. In his
Zhongguo yin yue shi gang, Yin-liu Yang reviewed the earlier writings of Chinese music
history, and established a new, folk music-based historiography as the major concern of
Chinese music history. Judging from the impact that Yang created on the development
of “Chinese Ethnomusicology”, this monograph could be regarded as a milestone of
Chinese music historiography.

In this dissertation, | focus on the eight above-mentioned works of Chinese music
history. | explore the context of these works’ creation, and discuss the purpose of these



writings and their structure, the authors” methodology, and their viewpoints regarding
the discourses. I also discuss issues in historical perspective, including the authors’
creative process, these works’ publication, their reception, and the biography of each
author. Applying the concept of “Strukturgeschichte”, I present an overview of the
development of Chinese music historiography in early 20™ century, an era when
Chinese music encountered Western music and underwent a great cultural shock that
motivated drastic changes and new approaches. | conclude with three issues on the
writing of Chinese music history, aspects of Chinese music historiography yet to be
explored in great depth in current scholarship: the dialectic between court music and
folk music, the fundamental differences between the aesthetics of Chinese music and
Western music, and the issue of how the expansion of the boundary and category of
Chinese music studies influenced its historiography.

Keywords: Chinese music history, writing of music history, music historiography,
occidentalization, Sino-Western encounter
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