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Exploring a CLIL-Based Design for Teaching Chinese Culture:

The Case of the Qixi Festival

Abstract

This study explores how to apply the principles of Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL) to design Chinese language courses centered on
Chinese festivals, using the Qixi Festival as a case study. Currently, language
center courses primarily focus on language skill instruction, while cultural
courses mainly consist of experiential activities or lecture-based listening
sessions. These courses are mostly designed for intermediate and advanced
learners, resulting in a lack of cultural courses systematically designed for
beginner-level students that integrate language learning. CLIL, through its 4Cs
framework—Content, Communication, Cognition, and Culture—develops
students' content and language integrated learning simultaneously. Therefore,
transforming cultural knowledge into content knowledge within a CLIL-based
classroom offers new perspectives and outcomes for language teaching.

This study adopts the developmental research method proposed by Jan van
den Akker (1999) and follows the ‘plan—do—review’ cycle of CLIL outlined by
Coyle et al. (2010). Through repeated experimentation and reflection, the study
refines and optimizes teaching design to enhance instructional effectiveness.
Using the CLIL Tool Kit provided by Coyle et al. (2010), the study designs a
Qixi Festival unit tailored for beginner and intermediate-level learners. The
curriculum covers three main themes: the story of Qixi, the tradition of "Qiqiao",

and the belief in "Qiniangma" (Seventh Mother Goddess). Additionally, the



course extends discussions to topics such as gift-giving culture and coming-of-
age ceremonies. After implementation, the course design undergoes evaluation
and revision based on peer observations, teacher trials, and feedback from
experienced educators.

This study primarily describes the discoveries and reflections during the
course design and adjustment process, examining the challenges encountered in
teaching practice. The researcher found that balancing the elements of the 4Cs
framework posed a challenge for those new to the CLIL approach. Thus, the step-
by-step structure of the CLIL Tool Kit became a practical tool for lesson planning,
ensuring simultaneous enhancement across all four dimensions. This study
provides a practical example of course design for Chinese language teaching and
suggests that future research explore a wider range of topics and learning
contexts to further promote intercultural learning and diverse educational
development.

Keywords: CLIL, Cultural teaching, Festival teaching, Qixi Festival,

instructional design
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#ABEL DFRP FAoBF S a4 5 P 1R (Coyle, 2007 ) e 4 % 2 > CLIL
TA-FRE>ZE - BREBRELE > HFERIER F B B2
B BAn I R EROKET R A xR R TR CFFELEF 4
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%
TR RFBgdEN FAAM T L o BB ARE L 2F Y
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B REFT A UL Ay @

FE ot > CLIL B ® axi 7 B Y 7 e @22 HF o fed 7
RE-RoFEFRAFE? EFEFTFE TS F gL &
PRI ETREY T E Ve R F D e ERT
5 % »c % (Coyle etal, 2010) o

S E$iE - PR 0 Coyleetal. (2010) #5417 T3z = %rd& (language
triptych) ; #°3] » #3F5 E ¥V 314 5 = BHretae T 0 Fa5F 5 (language

of learning ) ~ # 2+ 733 % (language for learning ) fvp % 3% 7 (language

throughlearning ) &= B& 2 T ApAF &> E a2 54 A ) 3o 3 + 0
P o B AT G- AR A T M B 2-2
AR V2T > T YRR - BHEA P OE o

NEES
Language of learning

CLIL:Z T # &
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progression

Bp S Bp A
Language learning and language using
WBhES BRHET

Language for learning Language through learning

B 2-2 3 % = %r& (language triptych )

P iRt p mdRF (2019) 5 #1x# (2022)
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FEARET c AT IR EF R S HEF P OF T RE- AL

PlF o AP T RECEITER > o7 4 2-10
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3. B # %% (language through learning ) : 3p &5 i cug A2 ¢ #rpn 2 oh
T oMet(1998) 42 784 ZREF FXF S KHFEFIfoEE
VAR R EPRTOE Lo B P R SR EATE P G i
v o dpr gREPL ATV AT e s o 2 GG
FYFAEFRED 7 S BB KM ABERRI AL
BEIET o LARRKFRZIFRIG e = 7 AR5 b BT a0
E S al SERLEE A R AR A RS R O R e - N
B renadd ~ AR EAH L VE b2 P HEE RIS WL p gt

(= ) 4 (Cognition)

Coyleetal. (2010) dpth s R CLIL R ? » 2 anF 5 a4 foilimi
AT R o dr kT E REF O VA AEZFREY Aok D05F
THEA EMRAPR BY VA LFER B Y BLERY A
RE T BRlATa 4O B BAR 0 IR RER SR S BILATIRR 0 IGRIF

13 #F Y o Coyle et al. (2010) 2>t Cummins %7 7 i :z = CLIL 4&

/

=
A
%0
a3
E3

15

3 =
ETRR

®] 2-3 CLIL &L )

=y '%f T8 p AiEE (2022); Cummins (1984); Coyleetal. (2010)
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LR FF R E RO R R KRR AS e B R BREDRKE
Bz EPedr MV E D EME S ~ MaAva - g > R ERTIE S
B REBH e % BREFIRATEFE T KT T g R 2
F Y E G PR AN HE DR AR E AR - 2B
TRARY Ei 4 R P ATE ﬁsq] »NEEFR o WiBF A% Ue o
REHEE L ET R i R LR Y IR
PR Y EAr 0 SRS 2 RN F foirt L iF o

Coyleetal. (2010) dp i o p 1956 # Bloom #% 1 7 FR AT AR DA 5
@ 5 Anderson v Krathwohl % 2001 & $33% 4 #3817 1 L A7 ° # 4 323
WACE AR Y BHE DA ] ERPP % 0 d ML i 4 (Lower Order
Thinking Skills, LOTS ) ez ~ 32f% ~ i * 3|8 L 2s 4 (Higher Order
Thinking Skills, HOTS ) 14 45 ~ 3= frhlig o % 2-2 % 7 Anderson & 4
SRR A R Fengsil o e - H R LT -

4 22 AR AP

Lk

3 %f (2022) ; Anderson = Krathwohl (2001 ) ; Coyle etal. (2010)

< %t 4 (Lower Order Thinking Skills, LOTS )

2z (Remembering) | & 4 it 2% (recognizing) fr & (recalling) * # 3%

ll‘fé}ﬂ L_’f‘]'?]’:\"é][‘ o
72 f% (Understanding) | &4 st k2 F ~ B4 & v ~ i 2 222 37w

B B o ¥ p 72 (interpreting ) ~ £ B

:— Sl 4L

( exemplifying ) ~ §F # ( classifying ) ~ 3 %
(summarizing ) ~ #&3#% (inferring)~ ** #& (comparing )
ez (explaining) it 4 -
&* (Applying) B4 MR8 R f#ERE (executing) o7
*5 (implementing) & % e 3 o) F o
% L st 4 (Higher Order Thinking Skills, HOTS )
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