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A Study of the Practice and Impact of the New
1-9 Curriculum
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Chin-Nien Yu, Associate Professor, Department of Education, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The promotion and implementation, since 2002, of the New 1-9 Curriculum is one of
the most important educational reforms in Taiwan in recent years. This curriculum compri-
ses seven major categories of learning, in order to offer students a complete “knowledge
map” and enhance their creativity. However, the new curriculum has been very controver-
sial. This article explores the impact of the new curriculum on teachers, students and their
parents, but also on school goals and characteristics, school-based curriculum develop-
ment committees, curriculum development and implementation, category instruction and al-
ternative forms of evaluation.? The subjects of the study included both high school teachers
and their counterparts in elementary schools in Taipei city, Taipei county, Keelung city and
Yilan county. Both in-depth interviews and questionnaire survey methods were used to col-
lect the pertinent data through purposive sampling. Eight elementary and high school tea-
chers from Taipei city and county were interviewed, and 178 teachers from eight schools in
Taipei city and county answered questions on a questionnaire, giving their points of view on
what has changed in their schools after the implementation of the New 1-9 curriculum. Ac-
cording to the results, the greatest impact has been on curriculum development; the
smallest impact was on school goals and characteristics. It was widely thought that several
problems needed to be solved, including that of the difference between junior high and ele-
mentary schools in terms of the preparation of their highest-grade students for the next aca-
demic stage. Nine strategies were proposed as possible solutions to the main problems.

Keywords: Grade 1-9 Curriculum, school-based, curriculum development, alternative
evaluations
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