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Action Research on Reading Instruction in an
Aboriginal Junior High School

Yun-Chi Ho e Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Education, Tzu Chi University

Abstract

Noting the potential influence that cultural difference may have on aboriginal students'
learning performance, the author set out to improve these students' Chinese language ability.
A new language learning project was thus designed in collaboration with a teacher in an abo-
riginal junior high school in eastern Taiwan: culturally responsive instruction was integrated
with action research in an aboriginal literature reading program. This literacy program com-
bined multiple reading tests with composition evaluation, interviews and feedback sheets,
and it was found to significantly improve the students' Chinese reading and writing skills. Yet
the effect of the program was clearly limited by the pressure of the required basic competence
test, the burden of other classes, and insufficient communication between the school and stu-
dents' families. In order to provide a framework for aboriginal schools, the author also explo-
red other, potentially more feasible strategies for establishing culturally responsive teaching

program in eastern Taiwan,

Keywords: culturally responsive teaching, action research, aboriginal students,

reading instruction
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