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Abstract

In the history of theatrical development, Hangzhou occupies a central position.
This paper explores the renowned plays and aesthetic theories of Gao Lian and Li Yu,
two representative playwrights of Hangzhou opera, examining the intriguing interplay
between "dramatic aesthetics" and "contemporary trends," thereby highlighting the
unique aesthetic qualities exhibited in Hangzhou opera during the late Ming and early

Qing periods.

Gao Lian's play "The Jade Hairpin," which continues to be frequently performed
on Kunqu opera stages, presents aesthetic sensibilities including tea, incense, music,
poetry, chess, as well as the background settings of the moon, flowers, plants, cranes,
and interior courtyards. Another work, 'Zunsheng Bajian," also reveals Gao Lian's

profound familiarity with these subjects.

Li Yu's theatrical works incorporate numerous elements from everyday life, such
as tea drinking, antique trading, appreciation of women, and Qingming customs. He
cleverly employed humor to record the various aspects of the imperial examination

nn

system. In "Xianqing Oujian," Li Yu's viewpoints on "objects," "space," and "theories
of drama" also exerted a profound influence on the composition of theatrical works

and the design of stages.

Furthermore, the theatrical works also reveal historically significant settings,
such as tourist spots, religious sites, gardens, and brothels. Gao Lian and Li Yu's plays
reflect the ideological consciousness of their era, with notable themes like focusing on
women's perspectives and discussions on emotions and reason, which are also

Hangzhou opera's unique characteristics during the late Ming and early Qing periods.

Keywords: Hangzhou Opera, Gao Lian, Li Yu, Aesthetics of Traditional Opera
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