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Achieving Affective Objectives in Geographical Inquiry
and Practice: A Case Study on Building a Sense of Place
via a Regional Revitalization Course

Abstract

The policy of Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education, titled 108
curriculum, was implemented in 2019 and fosters revolutionary changes in
teaching objectives and content in the educational system in Taiwan. The
researcher developed this study through field observation and operation. The
purpose of this study is to investigate the Inquiry and Practice: Geographic
Perspectives in the Humanities and Social Sciences approach in Enrichment and
Expanded Elective Courses as part of the 108 curriculum in general high school.
The research applied the concept of Sense of Place into the course design with
the topic of Regional Revitalization and further examined the level of students’
affective goals.

The study drew from the “inquiry arc” model developed by the American
social field curriculum standards as the foundation of the curriculum. The
“Regional Revitalization” policy was selected by the National Development
Council of Taiwan in 2019 as the main topic of the curriculum. This curriculum
provides a 20-week inquiry and practical course, using the inquiry-based
teaching method. Students are assigned into groups using the Cooperative
Learning approach based on their hometowns, Students are then trained to
explore their own hometowns through the research methods, applications, and
practices of geography. The study further aims to provide students opportunities

to develop concern, love, appreciation, and respect for their hometowns and


https://cirn.moe.edu.tw/Upload/file/946/70456.pdf

mobility, and shape their sense of place, so as to achieve the teaching goal of
affective attitudes that has been emphasized in recent years.

This is a mixed-method study that collected data from a quantitative
affective survey, qualitative in-depth interviews after class, and document
analysis including students' learning outcomes, feedback forms and other
documents supplemented by teachers' teaching reflections and observation
reports. The data coding and analysis process sought to enhance triangulation of
data and trustworthiness. The triangulation is used to verify the data and further
analyze and discuss all the data presented to form a research conclusion, so as to
provide the design of relevant teaching content in the future, as well as the
reference of teaching field operation, and further contribute more to the teaching
of the relatively few areas of affective attitudes in past research.

The results of the study reveal that after studying the course for one
semester, participants’ attitudes of the three major items in the Attitudes and
Values dimension of the 108 curriculum in the general high school social domain
have changed over time. In terms of learning performance, more than half of the
students achieved the affective goals set in this study. Among them, the
proportion of students who achieved “Empathy and Respect” was the highest,
followed by “Introspection and Prizing” and “Sensitivity and Caring”. It shows
that the teaching method of inquiry and practice in this study can help most
students achieve their affective goals and cultivate their affective attitudes.
Keywords : Inquiry and Practice: Geographic Perspectives in the
Humanities and Social Sciences, affective goals, Regional Revitalization,

sense of place, Cooperative Learning
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