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Abstract

In 2023, "Daughter of Nectar" was designated as a national treasure. Prior to this, the
piece had undergone three major relocations: its birth in 1921 when Huang Tu-shui was
selected for the Imperial Art Exhibition, its loss in 1958 during the temporary provincial
council's move to Taichung, and its rediscovery in 2021. Facing this classic work in Taiwan's
art history, as we contemplate its positioning in contemporary times, it's necessary to stand on
a 100-year time scale to question the future.

In fact, between 1958 and 2021 when we couldn't see the statue in the public domain,
"Daughter of Nectar" didn't disappear but entered the private domain and continued to be
viewed. From the memories of the collector's descendants, we learn that in the early post-war
period, the statue was placed in a semi-open clinic space, visible to visiting friends and relatives,
clinic staff, and figures from the central Taiwan art community. Currently, academia has rich
and comprehensive art historical discourse on the statue's birth during the Japanese colonial
period, and contemporary times also pay great attention to "Daughter of Nectar". However,
further research is needed on the 63 years of hidden collecting practices. Therefore, based on
oral interviews, artworks, media reports, and archival materials, this research explores the
social life history of "Daughter of Nectar" from a material culture perspective. Using the path
of the "object" moving between public and private domains as a clue, it examines the
development of social values during the Japanese colonial period, post-war era, and
contemporary times.

Overall, the social value of "Daughter of Nectar" diverged during the Japanese colonial
period. On one hand, the post-war collector's community continued the aesthetic taste of the
colonial period and, under national policies, retained a considerable degree of agency, allowing
the work to be collected in the private domain. On the other hand, as Taiwan's art history
increasingly took shape and became a focus of national cultural policy, conditions were
provided for the work to be rediscovered.

Today, under contemporary interpretation, "Daughter of Nectar" has become a
representation of Taiwan. By re-examining the social life history of the object, we can re-see a
complex and continuous pulse. Starting from the object, we allow communities and
perspectives that may have been overlooked in Taiwan's history to emerge, collectively

pondering what it means to be born in Taiwan.

Key word: Daughter of Nectar, Collecting History, Social Life History, Material Culture, Culture Recreation
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