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An Action Research on Using Thinking Strategies to Enhance the
Reading Performance of Second-Grade Elementary School Students

Abstract

This study aims to explore the effectiveness of implementing thinking
strategies in second-grade reading instruction. The research objectives are to
understand: 1. The curriculum design and teaching process when applying
thinking strategies. 2.The effectiveness of thinking strategies in improving
students' reading performance. 3.The professional growth of the teacher after
conducting the study.

The researcher selected three picture books suitable for second-grade
reading levels as teaching materials and applied thinking strategies designed
by the "Visible Thinking" project team at Harvard University during reading
lessons. A total of 14 lessons were conducted.

This study adopted an action research approach, carrying out three cycles

of instruction and collecting data through observations, recordings, and

document analysis to examine students' reading performance.

Key Findings

1. Classrooms that implement Visible Thinking strategies have the following
characteristics: (1)Thinking strategies serve as structured guiding tools.

(2)The focus is on students' thinking processes rather than just the results.

(3)A safe and supportive environment is necessary. (4)Continuous

attention to students and curriculum adjustments are required.

2. The thinking strategy "Step into the Role" helps students understand the
emotions of story characters. By recording and sharing their thoughts,
students improve their expression skills.

il



3. The teacher, by integrating engaging and skill-building lesson designs,
transitions from being a knowledge transmitter to a learning facilitator.
Finally, based on the research results, recommendations are provided as

a reference for future studies.

Keywords: thinking strategies, reading instruction, picture book teaching,

action research
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