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The Custom of Avoiding Evil Spirits and the
Image of Evil in Chinese Tales

Hsiu-Man Lu

Department of Applied Chinese
Wenzao College of Language
Assistant Professor

Abstract

Avoiding evil spirits influences Han Chinese burial custom. To explore this aspect of Chinese
burial customs, this study examines customs for avoiding evil spirits and the image of evil in Chinese
tales.

First, we found that this customs were developed during the Three Kingdoms period, and
because of the resulting traditions and influence, were continued until the Qing Dynasty. Secondly,
we explored real practices of the custom of avoiding evil spirit by collecting related stories that
included the concepts of time, shamans, and evil spirits. The reason for avoiding evil spirits was
integrated in novels written during each dynasty. We infer that these customs integrate the original
Yin and Yang concept with Buddhism by combining the “Buhui” ceremony and reincarnation.
Finally, we examined the changing the changing representations of evil through the various

dynasties, including as corpses, birds, monkeys, spirits, or other indefinite images.

Keywords: customs, Chinese tales, the image of evil, avoiding evil spirit






