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Tourism and Regional Development: a structuration perspective

Abstract

The thesis focuses on how tourism development has impacted the Beiman District of
Tainan City. With a structural perspective, this study analyzes how structural plans and projects
made a change on regional geography and development of Beiman.

This study is based mainly upon literature review, field observation and interviews. The
study found that Beiman’s tourism started in 2001 with locally organized eco-experiencing
activities which was a direct replica of a surrounding town Chi-ku’s ecological tourist activity.
Furthermore, the fact that Tainan government tried to reform the district’s environmental
landscape through a Townscape Renaissance Project was also important to the local regional
change. In 2003 when the Southwest Coast National Scenic Area was established with its
administrative center located in Beiman, Beiman started to experience tremendous tourist
development. It was a turning point for Beiman’s regional change and development.

Government policies and funding provide resources for change. Structural elements are
indeed significant for regional change. In addition, the main local agencies, including local
stores, residents, a local elementary school, and non-profit social organizations, are in fact
crucial for the regional change. With reflective thinking, the local agencies play a big role in
shaping how Beiman should be. Therefore, a perspective of new regional geography in
analyzing the region of Beiman is utilized and analyzed to understand the process of regional

change.

Keywords: tourism development, regional development, new regional geography,

structuration and Beiman District of Tainan
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