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Ackroyd, Ted J. Health and Medical Economics: A -
Guide to Information Sources. Detroit: Gale Research,
1977. 149p.

The economics of health and medical care is a subject of
increasing scholarly and public interest. Ted Ackroyd of Penn-
sylvania State University has produced an annotated bibliogra-
phy which provides a"guide to the growing body of literature
written by health economists since 1960. There are almost two
hundred entries, mainly for journal articles, giving full biblio-
graphical information, abstracts of the purpose and findings of
the studies, and designations of the articles, e. g., empirical or
methodological. The bibliography can be searched by using a
“reference matrix” which enables combination of health-medical
sector components (hospitals, physicians, office practice, health
insurance, public and international health ) with concepts on
an economics framework (consumption, provision of services,
human capital, physical capital, financial capital). Thus, one
can consult the reference matrix for articles on the human cap-
ital aspects of physician office practice and find references to
four entries in the bibliography. Additionally, there is an alpha-
betical list of authors.

While Ackroyd intends that “reading all or a majority of
the annotations in each chapter would at least familiarize the
user with most of the currently popular and some of the less
popular concerns in health and medical economics,” this is a
specialized work. A more general introduction to reference
tools and monographs dealing; with the social, political and

economic implications of health is Theodora Andrews” A Bib-

liography of the Socioeconomic Aspects of Medicine (Littleton,
Colorado: Libraries Unlimited, ‘1975. 209p. ). Together with

-
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Medical Socioeconomic Research Sowrces (an index to current
literature), Ackroyd’s and Andrews’ bibliographies can serve
well as guides to the literature of .a vital area of public policy.

Mary M. Devlin, Editor
Medical Socioecononomic Research Sources
American Medical Association

Bird, James E. comp. Whales, Whaling, Dolphins and
Porpoises. 1977, 85 p., Dist: American Cetacean Society,
- P. O. Box 22305, San Diego, Ca. 92122.

Bird’s extensive annotated bibliography began as a bookhst
on whales and dolphins for children and developed into a highly
useful compendium of print and non-print materials for audi-
ences of all ages. Concentrating on items produced in the
1960’s and ”70’s, the list does contain many older materials—
including several personal narratives from the 19th century.
Book items are international and range from picture books,
fiction and poetry through detailed and even scholarly treat-
ments of physiology, history and economic factors. There are
articles from 1970°s issues of 18 popular and conservation mag-
azines. Non-print items include 8mm, super 8mm, and 16mm
films, filmstrips, slides, and sound recordings. The annotations
generally indicate content with no judgments on accuracy or
authenticity, though occasionally the author does point out ex-
ceptionally thorough or pleasing aspects of a work.  Useful
information in the citations includes levels of interest and
difficulty and whether the book items are in print or not.
Addresses of distributors of non-print materials are listed.

One might wish that some additional work had gone into
the bookmaking to extend even further the usefulness of the
bibliography. The author does not describe his intended scope
or the basis for-inclusion. The wonderfully broad scope is a
great strength, but more technical and scientific items could
have been included. The arrangement by very broad categories
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(Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises; Whahng, “Sea. ‘Mammals,
Communication, Migration; Audiovisual Materials; etc.)1is. not
unworkable in the clear format, but some indexing by more
specific subject breakdowns would be helpful. Magazine arti-
cles, for an unexplained reason, are arranged by the various
periodicals. rather than by author or subject. Each section has
its own appendix of additional titles, and it is unclear why
these were not included in the main lists—many but by no
means all are out of print, some are annotated and some not,
many appear to be valuable and 1nterest1ng

- In its present form the blbhography will serve educational
institutions and public libraries very well as a selection tool
and reference guide in an area of the natural sciences which
is becoming increasingly popular and important as. we struggle
Wlth mounting ecological problems. As with many good tools,
it is-informative and interesting reading in add1t10n to prov1d—
ing a key to a large body of other material. ‘

Margaret Bush, Assistant Professor,
School of Library Science, =
Simmons College, Boston, Mass._,

- National Central Library, Taiwan Branch. 2 RERE
- EB & Chian-kuo erh-t'ung Pu-shu mu-lue (Catalogue
- of Childrenw’s Books in the Republzc of China). Taipei,

- 1977, 646p.

This classified catalog has been published to serve: these
purposes as indicated in its preface: 1) as an aid in the selec-
tion and ordering of children’s books; and, 2) as an aid in
cataloging. In addition, such a catalog should be able to serve
one more purpose; namely, as a reference aid. »

Now, let’s .proceed to find out how well this catalog serves
the above-mentioned purposes. 1) As an aid in the selection
and ordering of chlldren s books. The titles are arranged in
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numerical order from 0001 to 3731. It is unnecessary to assign
a number to each title entry. The total . number- of entries
could have been indicated in the preface instead. - Also, it is -
ummportant for the user to be aware of the total number of
entries included in this catalog. A classified catalog with no
annotations, such as this one, is useless when it comes to book
selection and ordering. The only clue to the contents of the
book is the title, which, in most cases, gives insufficient or no
information pertaining to the description or summary of the
book. Price information is not given for at least one-third of
the titles include'd{. A title index is appended, which serves no
purpose at all. If only one kind of index is permitted, the
choice should have been a subject index which can be used, to
say the least, as a checklist against the parts of the library
collection which require additional material. The fact that
grade level is not always indicated presents another hindrance
to the task of book selection and ordering. 2) As an aid in
cataloging. A classified catalog which recommends no subject
headings offers little assistance in cataloging. - Due to the fact
that the entries are unannotated, full b1b110graph1ca1 informa-
tion must be provided in order to facilitate cataloging. 3) As
‘a reference aid. Again, the two major drawbacks of this
catalog, namely, the lack of annotations and of a subject
index, make it impossible to be used as an efficient reference
tool. : o
In view of the foregomg statement the value of this
pubhcatlon is 1ndeed doubtful.

Grace H. Yien, Children’s Librarian
. Sayreville Public Library,
Parlin, New Jersey

Buenkef, John D. and Nicholas C. Burckel,' ed. _
Immigration and Ethnicity ¢ A Guide to Information

Sources ( B LR M: ) Detroit : Gale Research, 1977.
350p.
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o Burke John Gordon and Jlll Swanson Reddig,
- Guide to Ecology : Information and Organizations.
New York, H. W. Wilson Co., 1976. 292p.
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