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Explore the shaping of Hakka region around Qiunglin township and
Hengshan township in Qing Dynasty
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Abstract

When we mention the spatial classification about the clans living in Taiwan in Qing
Danasty, we generally think that the Southern Min inhabit close to the sea and the Hakka
inhabit close to the mountains. In Qing Danasty, Qiunglin township and Hengshan township
in Hsinchu county were located in the retaining area for the aborigines and the area cultivated
by armed forces out of Tu’niu line. These two area were the superiority belongs to the Hakka.
We cannot give Hakka a specific definition because in Qing Danasty, the Han clans who
immigrated from the east of Kuangtong province is named Hakka. The original province and
county of family’s register has been used to separate the Sothern Min and the Hakka in the
period of the Japanese domination. The Hakka Affairs Council is presently using the identity
of the clans to give the definition of Hakka now. In this study, the original province and
county of family’s register of the inhabitants who live in these two townships has been used to
investigate the spatial classification of the Hakkas from Qing Danasty to nowadays.

According to the result, the native clans who lived in these two townships had deep
blood relationships. The most powerful clan has to be the leader to cultivate the inhabitation
no matter what area in these two townships. There are many samples showing that the
families who lived in the same province and county may cultivated the inhabitation together.
The original province and county of family’s register of the inhabitants who lived in original
birthplace relationship were significant in this study. On the basis of the samples in this study,
there are 33.5% come from Lufeng county in Huizhou Fu territory, 17.0% come from
Chenping county in Jiaying Zhou territory, 13.8% come from Changle county in Jiaying Zhou
territory, and 9.9% come from Raoping county in Chaozhou Fu territory. Samples come from

these four areas are above 70% of the total.

The inhabitation of the Han clans centralizes at the west of Shibitan (f7E%)E) in
Qiunglin township before the reign of Emperor Qianlong. The leader of cultivation who can
speaks both Southern Min and Hakka dialects is Sheng-Zhi Chiang (Hailu Southern Min),and
he influences the the native clans (the Hailu Hakka and the Hailu Sothern Min) immigrated to
this area. The reign of Emperor Jiaqing is the primary time for the the native clans to cultivate
at the retained region for the aborigines and the region cultivated by armed forces, and they
emigrate from different areas here for habitation. Higher proportion of the the native clans
called Sixian Hakka cultivated the west of Shibitan in Qiunglin township by armed forces
after the reign of Emperor Taoguang. The main families cultivate the new place until the
environment cannot afford the inhabitants. The branched of the family may immigrate to the

areas uncultivated.
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In addition, the Sanshankuowang gods are the belief of the native clans in this study.
This study uses the spatial viewpoint of the native clans to offer sacrifices to ancestors at
Jiehxi county in Jieyang city in Kuangtong province to compare the image of the six temple
of Sanshankuowang gods and the origin inhabitation of the immigrants. The result shows that
higher proportion of the immigrants emigrate from the area that prevails over the image of

Sanshankuowang gods to Qiunglin township and Hengshan township in Hsinchu county.

Keyword : Hakka, Hsinchu, Sanshankuowang gods, ethnic group, region, local belief
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