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(BEN JONSON(5) , Of Public Schools).

e

187

A youth should not be made to hate study before he knows the reasons for loving it,

。r be made to work at what is dull before he has savoured what is interesting. Even When

he doesn't deserve it, he should be enticed, encouraged and praised. For this reason I pre­

fer boys to be sent to the best schools, which, in my opinion, are the public schools. I fear

that your Lordship scarcely approves of this, wishing to bring them up under your eye, and

at home and fearing that their behaviour may be corrupted away from the family. Actually,

they are in greater danger, among bad servants, in the midst of your own establishment, as­

suming of ∞urse that their school master is a good one, than among a thousand boys, how­

ever unrefined. it is a pity that we spoil our own children and ruin their manners by over­

indulgence. To bring them up at home is to rear them as if in the shade, whereas at school

they are in the light and heat of the sun. School accustoms them to things and men. When

they emerge into adult life they find nothing unaccustomed or unknown. They have formed

their friendships and helpful'contacts, some of which will endure to old age. They hear what

others, as well as themselves, are told to do. They receive ample approval and ample cor­

rection, and all this becomes a store of valuable experience. Eloquence would be a poor

thing if we spoke only to other individuals. Therefore I do not like a private upbringing. I

would send them when their hard work would be daily increased by praise, and by the spirit

(5) Ben Jonson (1572-1637) English dramatist, poet. Son of a minister, he worked as bricklayer, fought in flanders,

then became actor and play-wright. Next to Shakespeare the outstanding dramatist of the period. Jonson devel­

oped t仙h巴 com巴dy of"屯'

s記巴凹ntr白ICI句t句y， or characteristic of a person. In his theory of the drama Jonson regarded himself as a follower of clas­

sical principles, especially，的 regards the unities. Under James 1, Jonson was employed in the production of

court entertainments especially masques; was made unofficial poet laureate.

也」
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of emulation. It is a good thing to set themind a high goal, and though ambition in itself is

a vice, it is often the cause of great virtue. Give me the personali句， which is excited by

praise, advanced by glory, or grieved by disgrace. Ambition improves him, honour spurs him

forward, censure checks him. He is never la可﹒ Though he enjoys entertainment, it is a sign

of spirit and liveliness, providing that games and relaxations are kept in due proportion.And

I prefer boys to be free from beating and from the fear of 祉， because beating tends to de­

form character and promote a servile attitude.

F

He was born a King, and from that height, the legs fitted to look into inferior things;

yet few escaped his knowledge, being, as it were, a Magazine to retain them. His Stature

was of the middle size; rather tall than low, well set and somewhat plump, of a ruddy Com­

plexion, his hair of a light brown, in his full pedection, had at least a Tincture of white. If

he had any predominant Humor to Ballanco his Choler, it was Sanguine, which made his

Mirth Witty. His Beard was scattering on the Chin, and very thin; and though his Clothes

were seldome fashioned to the Vulgar garb, yet in the whole man he was not uncomely. He

was a King in understanding, and was content to have his Subjects ignorant in many things;

As in curing the King's Evil, which he knew a Device, to ingrandize the Vertue of Kings,

when Miracles were in fashion; but he left the World believe it, though he smiled at 祉， in

his own Reason, finding the strength of the Imagination a more powerfull Agent in the

Cure, than the Plaisters his Chirurgions prescribed for the Sors. it was a hard Question,

whether his Wisedome, and knowledge, exceeded his Choler, and Fear; certainly the last

couple drew him with most violence, because they were not acquistitious but Naturall; If he

had not had that Allay, his high touring, and mastering Reason, had been of a Rare, and

sublimed Excellency; but these earthy Dregs kept it down, making his Passions extend him

as fane as Prophaness, that I may not say Blasphemy, and Policy superintendent of all his

actions.
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