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Summary

This thesis focuses on the labor force of Amis in eastern Taiwan, expends the historical
time depth by diachronic approach to explore the contribution made by the Amis labor force
to the development and construction of eastern Taiwan since the labor force of Amis and their
tribes was drawn from tribes to the state, and to inquire into the continuity and change of the
Amis traditional tribal society and culture.

First of all, the author uses the Anthropological and Ethnological ethnographies as well
as related research results of Amis under Japanese rule as historical archives to expound the
traditional Amis organizations related to labor force including the tribal political organization,
the age-set organization, the operation of labor cooperative groups, and pattern of daily life
and cultivation, then disserts separately the respective traditional labor types of Amis males
and females and the involved gender meaning. Secondly, the author attempts to further
inquire into the effects brought to traditional Amis society when the mighty state force
interfered in the “Heichiban” ( Aboriginals on flat lands) Amis tribes located on the plain of
eastern Taiwan, at the same time to point out the special disposition of the regions resided by
eastern Taiwan Heichiban “Amis” in the Aboriginal Policy (ribanseisaku) of Taiwan
Governor-General’s Office (taiwansoutokufu). Afterward, the author aims to investigate the
process of how the Amis labor force which was originally exclusive for the natal family and
the wife’s family which the husband married into, and for the dwelling tribe gradually flowed
out of the tribe for sake of the state under the interference of state power and the impact of
monetary economics. Subsequently, the author discourses the institution of state “enforced
coolie laboring” for Amis as part of the Aboriginal Policy under the context of
police-management, then discusses the background of the institution, how it operated, and the
process of legalizing the institution. Finally, the author traces another research approach
narrating his natal tribe as an instance, seeking from viewpoint of the tribe and concept of
micro-history the tribal elders’ historical memories of how Amis under Japanese rule
accommodated to the “enforced coolie laboring” exerted by state enforcement. And then, the
author disserts the types of labor done by Amis in eastern Taiwan under the government’s
“enforced laboring institution” to construct and develop eastern Taiwan.

In the past, the general research results on the history of development in eastern Taiwan
emphasize on Chinese and Japanese as the focus of historical study, yet neglect the

“multi-ethnic” humanity character of eastern Taiwan and the contribution and importance of
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Amis in the development of eastern Taiwan. However, the author accounts that through the
research of this thesis with consideration of Amis historical concepts, Amis long “hidden”
behinds Chinese and Japanese could be showed in the history of eastern Taiwan development
to complement the research aspect long been neglected for history of eastern Taiwan

development.

Keywords: Amis, Hengchuen Amis, obligated labor (syutuyaku), institution of enforced
coolie laboring, male age-set organization, historical memory, labor force, Aboriginal

Policy.
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