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Abstract

Liu Suming, a printmaker good both at woodblocks carving and painting in Late
Ming Dynasty (17™ century). He was born in Jianyang and worked in Jiangnan area
such as Nanjing and Suzhou. This thesis focuses on Liu Suming to see how the
woodblock illustrations were produced in Late Ming, and how the printmakers and
drafters participated in the process. Furthermore, through Liu Suming, who had been
traveled and worked in different places, the thesis examines the publication

environment of this period.

Firstly, this thesis sorted out the publications in which Liu Suming had participated
by filtered out the prints with his signature, and analyzed the characteristics of his
woodblock illustrations and way of drafting. After the examination of the works which
Liu Suming participated in, it is fact that Liu Suming mainly engaged in Shijian Tang in
his early years. Therefore, the fact indicates that Shijian Tang had played an important
role ate Liu’s preliminary stage. Secondly, this thesis reviewed a lot of woodblock
illustrations Shijian Tang had published, and found out many which were borrowed
from Hangzhou prints, that indicated the fact of book trade between Jianyang and
Hangzhou in 17" century. Finally, back to Liu Suming’s printmaking career, he traveled
to Jiangnan area to engrave the Feng Menglong’s Sanyan illustrations in 1621-1627.
Through Liu’s wroks in Sanyan, we can observe the creating procedures of illustrations
in this serial publication, which includes various situation a printermaker might
encounter when making. Liu Suming’s situation reflects the process of woodblock
prints making in that time was far more complicated than what is now known to us.
From Liu Suming case, we can assume that the production of woodprints in 17t
century had gradually become standardized, by repeatedly applying and re-producing

of module system.

Keywords: Liu Suming, Shijian Tang of Xiao Tenghong, Feng Menglong’s Sanyan,

Woodblock prints of Late Ming, Woodblock prints of Jianyang, Module
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