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A Study on Antique Appreciation Based on Theory of Serious Leisure
August > 113 Author : Hao-wen Cheng

Adyvisor : Tsung-Min Hung, Ph.D

Abstract

According to the "U.S. Tariff Act" of 1934, "antiques" are defined as items with a history
of more than a hundred years, and "antique appreciation" is considered the epitome of human
civilization and history, which integrates history, epigraphy, and natural history. And knowledge
connotation such as identification science. And "serious leisure" means that lei- sure
participants engage in a certain activity systematically, with a devotion attitude as focused as a
career, take this opportunity to acquire and demonstrate special skills, knowledge, and
experience, and continue to look for opportunities to participate. However, previous studies have
seldom used the concept of serious leisure to explore antique appreciation. Accordingly, the
main purpose of this study is to explore the research object (1) Motivation for serious leisure
through antique appreciation. (2) The psychological process of serious leisure through the
antique appreciation. (3) Explore the knowledge and skill learning process of an- Tique
appreciation as a serious leisure. The research object of this study is antique connoisseurs, and
data is collected through literature analysis and semi-structured interviews. This study
conducted in-depth interviews with six serious and leisure antique connoisseurs from May to

June 2022.

This study aims to explore issues related to antique appreciation with the theory of
conscientious leisure. Conscientious leisure theory is an important theoretical framework that
can be used to explain people's engagement and experience in leisure activities. This study
applies this theory to the field of antique appreciation, aiming to gain insight into the behavior
and experience of antique connoisseurs. First of all, this study reviews the relevant literature
on antique appreciation, and analyzes the characteristics and value of antique appreciation.
Antique appreciation is regarded as an artistic and cultural pursuit, with emotional value and
col- lection value. The study then introduces core concepts of conscientious leisure theory,
including level of engagement, experience of flow, and meaning construction. These concepts
provide a framework for analyzing the behavior and experience of antique connoisseurs. Next,
the study proposes a research model describing the application of conscientious leisure theory

to antique appreciation. The model includes relationships among antique appreciators' personal



characteristics, emotional responses, cognitive engagement, and experiential outcomes. The
research model provides a structured framework for analyzing the behavior and experience of
antique connoisseurs. Finally, the study discusses the implications and recommendations of the
findings. The research results will help to gain insight into the psychological process and
behavior patterns of antique appreciators, and provide suggestions for the improvement and
promotion of antique appreciating experience. In addition, this study also provides an empirical
case for the application of serious leisure theory, which enriches the application scope of this
theory in the field of leisure research. In summary, this study explores issues related to antique
appreciation based on conscientious leisure theory. The research results will help to improve
the understanding of the behavior and experience of antique connoisseurs, and at the same time
provide a theoretical and practical reference for the promotion and development of antique

appreciation.

Key words: Serious leisure theory, antique appreciation, motivation to participate, deep leisure.
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