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Abstract

This study centers on the Shia-tamshui River ( [N387K7% ) , focusing on the Daliao
area ( KZEHIE ) along its right bank to explore the century-long interactions between
river dynamics and local communities. It examines how people have adapted to an ever-
changing river environment through evolving settlement patterns, land use, agricultural
practices, and governance strategies.

Due to its low-lying terrain and the river’s shifting course, Daliao was highly prone
to flooding. Early settlers initially chose hillside areas, then gradually expanded to
riverfront plains after the Yongzheng era. To cope with instability, they built temporary
shelters called liao (%) , which later developed into permanent settlements—giving
rise to place names incorporating liao. Unlike other regions where such names were
unrelated to flooding, in Daliao, they reflect adaptation to a hazardous environment.

During the Japanese colonial period, modern hydraulic projects mitigated flood
risks and enabled stable irrigation through the Daliao Canal, transforming rainfed fields
into productive paddies. However, from the late 1930s, military developments
repurposed much of the area for defense, undermining its agricultural gains.

Postwar industrial policies in the 1970s, especially in petrochemical industry,
caused river pollution. River management shifted from gray infrastructure to green,
ecological approaches, but industrial water demands continued to take precedence.
Today, with growing impacts from climate change, especially the widening gap
between wet and dry seasons in the Gaoping River ( 5 5#/% ) basin, ensuring a stable

water supply for Kaohsiung has become an ongoing and unresolved challenge.

Keyword : Shia-tamshui River ~ Daliao area » Environmental change - People-river

relationship ~ Water grabbing
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