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Abstract

The study primarily combines in-depth interviews and document analysis as
methods for political ecology analysis. Since the 1960s, due to various factors such as
typhoons, the widening of mountain passes, over pumping of the groundwater, and land
subsidence, the southeastern plain of Wugu is no longer a landscape of rice fields.
Instead, it has been affected by the floodplain regulation zone that restricts development,
transforming the area into a waterlogged swamp. This has led to land use degradation.
In the late 1980s, unscrupulous businesses began dumping waste and debris, officially
marking the beginning of the Garbage Mountain era. Local powers have long controlled
the earthwork and rental businesses, creating a mutual support system that has
prevented the resolution of these issues, further degrading environmental quality.

In contrast, On the other side, Luzhou, and separated by a highway from the New
Taipei Industrial Park (formerly Wugu Industrial Park), have had 10-meter-high levees
for protection. The neighboring administrative districts of Luzhou, Xinzhuang, and
Sanchong have more comprehensive urban planning. After transformation of Taipei
County (now New Taipei City) and the completion of surrounding expressways in the
2000s, factories began to fill the area. The types of industries and accumulated surface
materials are varied, they are all illegal and notorious. Despite this, the factories
continue to operate in a hazardous and chaotic environment. Garbage mountain is like
an isolated land, with major roads, highways, and expressways surrounding it, shaping
its development independently of Wugu. However, the dust and burning smells from
this area frequently affect the quality of life of nearby residents. Past management
methods, such as Complaints, inspections, and crackdowns, have failed to resolve the
issues.

Until 2019, the New Taipei City Government implemented a pilot project to

transform the area into Green Oasis as a compromise before formally executing the



urban plan. This allowed factories to obtain legal usage rights while also improving the
surface and green environment. However, this also led to controversies over greenery
for agricultural land. The newly constructed parks in the area have not necessarily
gained the approval of residents, but there is widespread recognition among locals of
the overall improvement in the environment.

From fertile fields and swamp to Garbage mountains and Green Oasis, the pilot
project has provided hope for further development, aiming to transform the area into a

regional core and get rid of over 60 years of marginal development.

Keywords: Wugu Garbage Mountain, Wugu Green Oasis, Political Ecology, In-depth
Interviews, Environmental Marginalization, Environmental Conflict,

Environmental Identity
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