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Anxiety-driven Politics: Emperor K’ang-his’s Dealing
with Heir-selection, Frontier Expansion and Historical
Evaluation

Yeh, Kao-shu”

Abstract

This paper examines Emperor K’ang-his’s heir-selection, frontier
expansion and arrangement for his historical evaluation to explain his
reaction to the long lasting anxiety. Using the psychological concept of
“anxiety,” this paper explores three aspects that troubled Emperor K’ang-hsi’s
latter part of reign. First, after K’ang-hsi was crowned over 30 years, tensions
between the emperor and the crown prince intensified for the crown prince
failed his task when K’ang-his went on the Galden expedition. Second, when
the increasing military pressure from Junggar Khanate Galdan and their
successors impeded the empire’s frontier expansion, the imperial authority
was challenged not only from outer military campaigns, but also from the
unsettled heir succession process, which also led to, thirdly, the anxiety of
K’ang-hsi emperor’s reflection upon his own historical evaluation. Through
resolution of internal power struggle, diversion of imperial frontier expansion
towards inner Asia, and exercise of influence upon possible historical
evaluation in advance, Emperor K’ang-hsi copied with his anxieties active
measures in order to consolidate imperial power.

Keywords: Emperor K’ang-hsi, anxiety, In Ceng, Songgotu, Junggar, Galdan
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