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Abstract

This thesis explores three songs themed around Taiwan during the Japanese
colonial period: Taiwan Tour Song (1910), Song of Taiwan (1919), and Song of
Taiwan (1929). By analyzing their creation backgrounds, lyrics, and cultural
significance, this study reveals their dual functions in education and propaganda.
These songs reflect how the Japanese colonial authorities used music as a medium to

shape the image of colonial Taiwan and to showcase their governance achievements.

Taiwan Tour Song was created in 1910, inspired by the completion of the
Taiwan north-south railway in 1908. The lyrics describe the geography, local
products, and natural scenery along the railway, presenting Taiwan as a modernized
colony and highlighting the progress and convenience brought by railway
construction. This song served not only as a tool for geographic education but also as
a medium to promote the achievements of Japanese colonial governance both
internally and externally. The Song of Taiwan (1919), directed by Japanese colonial
institutions in mainland Japan, attempted to introduce Taiwan's geography and
culture. However, due to its overly mainland-centered perspective and insufficient
alignment with Taiwan’s local characteristics, it failed to gain widespread circulation
in Taiwan, revealing the limitations of colonial cultural policies. The Song of
Taiwan (1929), selected through a competition held by the Taiwan Education
Association, involved participants from diverse backgrounds. Its lyrics emphasized
local features while simultaneously highlighting the modern infrastructure and

achievements under Japanese rule.



This study argues that these three songs exemplify colonial music narratives with
dual educational and propagandistic functions. They not only served as teaching
materials to help colonial subjects understand geography and culture but also as a
crucial cultural medium for Japan to assert the legitimacy of its rule to both domestic
and international audiences. Through the analysis of the historical context and lyrics
of these songs, this research examines how music shaped the image of colonial

Taiwan and facilitated the dissemination of ideological narratives.

Keywords: Japanese colonial period, colonial music, geographic education, Taiwan's

image, propaganda
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