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The Influence of Official Political Ideology on the Place Names of
the Taiwan's Civil Society from the Japanese to the postwar period:
A Case Study of Toufen and Sanwan Township, Miaoli County

HEF 4
Sheng-Chin Lin

Abstract

This paper focuses on the influence of the Japanese and the postwar regime on the naming of
places at the township level. The result is at least three:

First, the development of political ideology of the place names in Taiwan with central
characteristics. On the Taiwan scale, the first emergence of political ideology of place names in civil
society occurs at the urban level in the Japanese period, and then after the postwar period spreads to the
township level. On the county scale, the first emergence of political ideology of street names and village
names in civil society occurs at the big township level, and then spread to the small township level. On
the township scale, the first emergence of political ideology of street names and village names in civil
society occurs at the street region level, and then spread to the village region level.

Second, with the Japanese and the post-war official need to rename the region in the establishment
of the new system, the political ideology of place names will be appeared. Perhaps because of other
media and urbanization factors, the political and educational purpose through place names gradually
diminished after 1969 in the post-war period.

Third, land survey in the Japanese period restricted the cultural heritage of place names, and the

small names institution of address system in 1969 of the post-war period helped the cultural heritage of
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place names. But with the impact of urbanization, these small names have been changed as a street

name, which undoubtedly have a huge impact on the cultural heritage of place names.

Keywords: Japanese period, Pose-war period, Political ideology, Place name, Miaoli
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