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Thesis Title: Local attitudes toward Guandu Nature Park and the political ecology of
the park

Adviser: Jia-En Sheu

Student: Li-San Hung

Abstract

Using both quantitative and qualitative methods, this study takes Guandu Nature
Park and its neighbor communities as a case study area, and analyses local people’s
attitudes toward Guandu Nature Park. This study argues that the Guandu Plain is a
rural-urban interface, and Guandu Nature Park is a protected area within the interface.
First, this study use questionnaires to understand local people’s perceptions toward
this protected area. Besides socio-demographic factors, this study considers
community attachments and environmental concern as two factors influencing
residents’ attitudes. Second, using qualitative methods, this study argues that different
social groups have different attitudes toward “resources”, and have different sense of
place, thus result in varied perceptions toward the Guandu Plain, and the Guandu
Nature Park within the Plain.

Statistical results show that most local people have positive attitudes toward
parks’ conservation, environmental education and leisure functions, but the attitudes
toward park’s economic impact are more complicated. Residents do not think
community (organization) is a proper management unit for managing Guandu Nature
Park, but local peoples’ opinions should be considered in the process of management.
Besides, it seems that the interaction between residents and the park is not strong,
resulting in many residents, especially young people, do not know the policy that they
can go into the park without fee. This study also shows that environment concern and
community attachments should be considered in the factors influencing peoples’
attitudes toward protected area.

Through discursive analysis, this study believes that different social groups,
especially new comers and old timers, have different attitudes toward resource and
sense of place (or “place”), thus result in varied attitudes toward the Guandu Plain and
the Guandu Nature Park. As for resource, we mean money, biodiversity resources and

landscape resources. As for place, we find out that new comers’ attachments comes

v



from local natural environments, and because the park is considered as one kind of
“nautre”, residents, especially new comers, have positive attitudes toward Guandu
Nature Park. However, old timers think that the park preserve pass landscapes or pass
life styles. That is, old timers and new comers have different sense of place.
Keywords: Guandu Nature Park, protected area, community attachment,
environmental concern, political ecology, rural-urban interface.
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