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Abstract

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) was initiated into music at an early age, and

demonstrated a remarkable aptitude. Influenced by Impressionism and Romanticism, his

compositions showcase the richness, diversity, and unique characteristics of English

culture. In addition, due to his accumulation of folk songs, his mature works

incorporated a substantial number of folk song elements, which can be observed not

only in his lieder but also in his instrumental compositions. "The Lark Ascending"

represents a synthesis of folk music and impressionistic compositional techniques. With

its lyrical, ethereal atmosphere and strong English folk style, it could be considered one

of the greatest violin compositions of classical music in the 20th century.

This thesis consists of three chapters. The opening chapter is divided into two parts.

The first part presents a biography of the composer, exploring the style and

characteristics of the composition. The second part explores the background of "7The

Lark Ascending".

The second chapter is an analysis of the piece. The final chapter is a discussion of

performance. The author focuses on the notes, terminology, and dynamics written by the

composer, explains in detail what kind of articulation should be used.
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1905-1910 FE R I PREE R ARAY S U - &% H—AE ST 6208 800 HEHK -
W2 HEDEALFETT 1910 LFEFIFTEETT -
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1920-21) ~ B2 ENEE] (B ) (Sancta civitas, 1923-25)  FHIT 1919 4F > KB @B

Wz B n ERFEEHEA > TSGR OERAE > FFEA RS RS
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(Concerto accademico) > 2K IK S FETHT I HL T 28 HIME S

PEIT 1930 F-X - JRBEEBRIT T 41T — 2P ILAE R B 4% (National Music) /57
A > AR ARER AR (Oxford University Press) A& TERR R o 1S ([
HHAM > B S B AR TS » B AR 1% 1A EL i P o ] (R 4
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FYSEER ST Er L~ BRI SRSy R BV - TR e B R LRI R ~ +
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A—[EI AT g s WGRETL T IR 5 PRIEE 12 A 15 HR

XX

7 B EE W/ 3 AEE (Shirehampton Public Hall) %] » 708 H (5 FSZR A -
FH PSR - PI7E (Geoffrey Leonard Mendham, 1899-1984) #E{L505 5 {F& » 1)
HEETHENFSS [E 1-1]-

SEERRAHY )RR AT 6 H 14 H > fEfmFHY2CLEE (Queen's Hall) B2

L ZC EH4EHE] (British Symphony Orchestra) TR {82 - figfl%F (Adrian

&

Cedric Boult, 1889-1983) —[&# 4 °

18 Marie Hall, J2BH ENEX/IMEER Z — » IREBERAEIL » INEEREFFI - H1H
(Rutland Boughton, 1878-1960) ~ B774 - <{f1{% (Percy Sherwood, 1866-1939) & A\ HE#H{E
[:|1:1[:1 °

19 Michael Kennedy, The Works of Ralph Vaughan Williams, 151.
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AVONMOUTH & SHIREHAMPTON
CHORAL SOCIETY.

et
Wednesday, December 15th, 1920,

GRAND CONCERT

IN THE

Public Hall, Shirehampton.

S S@o €]

ARTISTS:
MARIE HaALL
FFRANGCON DAVIS
E. H. FELLOWES.

NERFE e S22 - IHHREYRIEILIEARAE NRIERGE - B ORI AR
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M (EHESSERE TR NTT R

SEEIRAmTR 2 IERE - 1IEREEE - 218 ASREEE  298EEE - 2/EF
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R EBRITEE R B TR A NVE SR A > IRTEE 2 GG - FEt
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s F o (R EIVA 12277 0imsk 17 1217

HE RISES and begins to round,
A 22 EFRG R E

He drops the silver chain of sound,

& N ANER R

Of many links without a break,
BB A

In chirrup, whistle, slur and shake.

U5 7 .~ IR S A o

For singing till his heaven fills,
e BRI ERGEREAR

'Tis love of earth that he instils,

S A ATEE

g LR 9/A RAN
BLFF15 (lyrical) HYFY

- HigEm SKHT (George

(Poems and Lyrics of the Joy of Earth) §1[5]44

And ever winging up and up,

FIFIAZE ~ AALEE

Our valley is his golden cup,

LA EE

And he the wine which overflows

&R H T R RN

To lift us with him as he goes.

HIEH— PR AEE -

Till lost on his aerial rings

EHENEIL IR S R T

In light, and then the fancy sings.
APEEAIE ~ AT E

21 Hubert Foss, Ralph Vaughan Williams, a study, 115.

22 Sage, Jack, Susana Friedmann, and Roger Hickman. "Romance." Grove Music Online.
2001; Accessed 26 Apr. 2023.
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/
omo- 9781561592630 -e-0000023725.
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29 "Misura." Grove Music Online. 2001; Accessed 19 Mar. 2023.
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-
9781561592630-e-0000018791.
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31 B SFEITIEN - DURDE B2 E » FIAREEZEEEYEF2E - "Sul tasto." Grove Music
Online. 2001; Accessed 10 Apr. 2023.
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-
9781561592630-e-0000041703.
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Playing & Teaching, 58.
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33 Allargando (FAFIRE) » FWEEZE » HEWR NS » RN R RN AR -
Fallows, David. "Allargando." Grove Music Online. 2001; Accessed 13 Apr. 2023.
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-
9781561592630-e-0000000592.
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34 Ivan Galamian, Principles of Violin Playing & Teaching, 68.
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