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Abstract

During Japanese colonial rule, several Japanese Christian denominations established
missions in Taiwan, including the Japan Holiness Church. While most withdrew following the
repatriation of Japanese nationals after 1945, the Japan Holiness Church remained. It not only
continued under the Nationalist regime but also reconstituted itself as the "Taiwan Holiness
Church" and expanded its organization. Originally a Japanese institution, the church adapted
to the postwar political order and even secured legal recognition during the White Terror. Its

survival underscores a rare case of a living legacy of Japanese colonialism.

This thesis argues that the church’s postwar endurance and expansion stemmed from its
early efforts to evangelize both Taiwanese and Indigenous communities. From the beginning,
local believers were integrated into its structure, and Taiwanese and Indigenous preachers were
systematically trained. These local leaders became key figures during periods of crisis and

played a central role in the church’s reconstruction after the regime change.

The Japan Holiness Church also employed strategic theological framing to minimize state
intervention. Its revivalist worship style attracted broad appeal, while its emphasis on personal
faith fostered a shared organizational identity. By tracing the church’s development from its
initial mission to its postwar reestablishment, this study explores the dynamics among Japanese,
Taiwanese, and Indigenous actors. It sheds light on how an ethnically diverse religious body

navigated political transition and sustained itself in postcolonial Taiwan.

Keywords: Japan Holiness Church, Taiwan Holiness Church, Japanese Protestant Missions in

Taiwan, Revivalist Christianity, Legacy of Japanese Colonial Rule
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hit ho i6ng-khi k4" chiau an-ni 1ai kong ho hoé-iu thia”. Koh na kap lan hian-si € ian-
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Khoar lang teh poa-hi, hiah & gau poa® € kioh-siau poa® kau ho thong hi-pi*-kha € lang,
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