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Temples are everywhere to be met with, there being one for every sixteen

houses; and while all other nations have priests to perform religious ceremonies, this
is done here by priestesses called Inibs.

There Inibs sacrifice the heads of pigs and deer, which they are accustomed first
to boil somewhat, and then to place before their gods with some rice, strong drink or
brom, and pinang. Thereupon, two of the priestesses rise and call upon their gods
with a horrible shouting and screaming, so furious that their eyes stand out of their
hands as they foam at the mouth, causing them to look as if they were either demon-
possessed or suffering from madness. Their gods are said to appear in such terrible
from that the priestesses begin to shake and tremble violently —as one actually sees
them do—before fall to the ground as if dead; the bystanders meanwhile showing
signs of deep grief, by giving themselves up to continuous weeping and howling.

On recovering, the two priestesses climb to the roof of the temple and stand,
one at each end, called upon their gods with violent gesticulations. Every article of
clothing 18 now laid aside, and they appear stark naked before their idols, to honour
them and move them to answer prayers by the exhibition of, and continual tabering
upon, their female parts. They then wash their bodies in clean water, but remain

naked before the people; who are mostly women on such occasions —the men being

10 (MG TFeRBA) (Wn. Campbell, Fformosa Under The Durch, London: Kegan
Paul, 1903) -
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not very religious, —and who have all the while been making themselves as drunk as
possible.
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1. From all the preceding warnings and rumours of Koxinga’s desire to attack
Formosa, up till the date just now referred to.

2. From the visit of the Chinese Elders and the universal commotion and dismay
of the Chinese colony.

3. From the defeat which Koxinga recently suffered in the Nankin territory, and
though which he has forced by the victorious Tartars to escape, and to look
out for a suitable place of retreat.

4, From the proximity and rich productiveness of Formosa, these having greater
advantages for him than any other place.

5. It was quite evident that Koxinga well now the state of matters in Formosa, as
he now for a long time, and contrary to dispromise, seriously interfered with
the trade between China and Formosa, and had not permitted any merchant

vessel to sail for Formosa for the considerable period, having undoubtly
w BEMOHMNERE HB192TF HEEMRETOHRE G H (Pieter Nuyts) -
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seized them for she transport of his troops and war materials to Formosa.

6. Moved by fear of the approaching out burst, the Chinese exported
considerable more than they imported; and they removed their goods and
property from Formosa to China, openly as well as by secret mean; hence the
Governor and Council concluded that Formosa’s doom and Koxinga’s arrival
were both of them very near to hand.
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