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Abstract

In recent years, the national history curriculum emphasized the importance of historical
thinking. All of the national examinations claim that they test the ability in the national curriculum.
However, can these history exams assess historical thinking?

The aim of this study was to examine how students react to different types of history questions
such as multiple-choice questions and essay questions. The results showed that there was no
distinguished difference between students’ responses to multiple-choice questions and essay
questions when they were assessed about basic historical thinking. On the other hand, there was an
eminent difference when students were assessed about higher-level historical thinking. The findings
suggested that the best way to make decisions about the type of exam questions is based on its
assessment targets.
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