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Abstract

This study aims to delve into the Broadway musical comedy “First Date”

(translated in this paper as The First Date, with the Chinese translation used
consistently throughout the text ) and is organized into five chapters for

comprehensive research.

In Chapter 1, the research motivation explains the reasons for conducting the
study, while the research objectives clearly define its goals. The research methods and
structure provide a detailed framework to guide the investigation.

Chapter 2 presents a literature review. It first explores the origin of*“First Date,”its
various performance versions, awards received, plot summary, and introductions to its
creators, including the playwright and composer. This is followed by an overview of the
historical background of Broadway musical comedy, including the origins and
development of comedy and musical comedy, the core elements of Broadway musical
comedies, and the defining features of romantic musical comedies. The chapter
concludes with an introduction to the production team of the Broadway premiere
version.

In Chapter 3, text and character analyses are conducted. The text analysis focuses
on the musical’s narrative structure and the background, content, and presentation of its
songs. The character analysis offers an in-depth look at major characters such as Casey,
Aaron, and Grandma lda, focusing on comedic interpretation techniques, internal
motivations, dialogue cues, and relationships with other characters.

Chapter 4 engages in a detailed song analysis and interpretation, examining the
context, lyrics, and vocal performance of selected songs, including*“First
Impressions,”The Girl For You,”*Safer,”and““Something That Will Last.”

Finally, Chapter 5 concludes the study by summarizing its key findings, elucidates
the academic significance and practical value of character analysis and performance
interpretation in musical comedy. Overall, this study offers a systematic and
comprehensive exploration of “First Date,”contributing to a deeper understanding of

musical theater and interpretative approaches within the comedy genre.

Keywords: Broadway musical, First Date, romantic musical comedy, performance

interpretation, comedic characteristics
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“Musical™fE Fyiifs - 78 > HEEERIAE S DIEFRHABR Y 77 U i e -
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BEERINRIR B E 18 B e R I SRR - HA e A T
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=
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| HESN—EERFRET A RS Hm A Y — NEEROETE S EAEaTEME » H—
PNCUEGRR o0 Es dow sl S = Nt n | RPN R (SRR D P s S

B — - FEHEIR - BIRN{EE SRS o AT S e s 0 5IARE -
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ShFEZBUREC - FSE AR - IR AR EBIESFEER - EHERT R
Bl Ao AREHREAEEEEE - fra (EEFEE) ~ (PRERID (mimE bR &
KRR - ISR S R EEE (B—Rg) AlRRAEEER - &5
weE S YRS 44 = &) (Romantic Musical Comedy ) -

= RS EEEER R

REE%EERE] (Romantic Musical Comedy ) /& —MflE WREEH TR - &
SEFEACR BRI FENENT > 3R (E4EFE) (The Fantasticks!) *F
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F - SEEIANE HEEE - BEnfiiaiRryBse il - eSS ERINIE TR E B
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RIS B 5% P8 By 1o AT 14

P EEUEN) B EBidR A& ST (Melvin James Kaminsky ) 1967 EH%EE?—; ’J ==

JFRREEREIESY 2001 &2 4 B 19 HAFEEEMHTEIBE (St. James Theatre ) e » s 2,502

=

" <<EF’EJZ<<‘<>> ERIEF ZEEF TR BE G E AER > 2 &% EE > 1N 2011 FERELHE > &
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“ CPRERY) &Sl ae =g > 1A 2001 4507 5 EFH-KEEIE (Henry Miller Theatre )

T o
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16



F=61 BEEEEERENE
— -~ HEEEHERAEERE R

AESCE 7 s AT BAERE S5 TR B R AR F B 2 55T - SRR T

BB SR FRH S - RIAE T M 4E IR A &R -
(—) &
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I 2002-2009 FEHE(EFEHER] S5 T BRI AV B F Bl E: - i &L
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4 ) RfrEEEAVE - E SRR o TRt AL AT B 25 I Al A
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Christmas Story The Musical ) %% - w[ R {th 575 S & 1Y S 4 S RIE0R KR - B0
FEEERINEE ARG AEZBEE PR 2 A DGR EUR S hna A&
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FrELER— S A - sEdeie — IS =R 2E AR - B AT T (A
O AMREE IR -

(=) satERx

2013 FH EIEIRAN (BE—R&g ) sETERA KfEE (David Gallo) £
G PUEESSEET - KT (A (David C. Woolard ) #E(EARSEREET » EaTaELL
(Josh Rhodes ) #E(F4m#E - 2850 ERZEHE  (Mike Baldassari) #EERECEET
RS (Kai Harada) A Eavat - BEAGTHIFE (Josh Marquette ) fy52U5%
5 o B —(EETER R E RS AR RS - BERIYMEESRES
T RS E - SR A TS ETENIRE - iMEEAEIES » #HEW
B R AERYMER S E > e EAETEEEESER - G LW
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zachary_Levi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krysta_Rodriguez

2 1 Womenl [E i1 -2810 Sara Chase
EYYy Grandma lda

ZEA@m Lauren

ey 4ELE Aaron's Mother

2R 1 Womenl FUFF % BT Kate Loprest
SFA% Alison

FHFZ 1 Menl Tz #8/EHT Bryce Ryness
iAr Gabe

Hi Y 2LE A Edgy British Guy

B 2 Men2 e TR T
=5 Reggie Kristoffer Cusick

Hif# Y% # - Edgy Rocker Guy
AR Ak BdF Aaron's Future So

SHakx 3 Men3 HiFE T 152273 Blake Hammond
R4 Waiter

LAY A B EE T Casey's Christian Father

B B PERRAS (SB—R&IE) ZCEAYLTEHYE B/ 5 BT -2 18 AL HT -
e/ NELBRAAELE IR ~ SRR - MBS BUBR SRR B EY B
Netflix ZEHEE (ZRY]) (Daybreak) Hrfis Crumble 22+ FHEMEELEE]

(FZ%Mf) (Spring Awakening) ~ (&#(##4 ) (A Chorus Line) Al
(Z2t5E) (The Addams Family ) - [fidffi’sE 55 £ A aofm (Aaron) HYJH
BALRE JE4E (Zachary Levi) fEm PSRRI SIZE IR A A HEE TR -
fin 2 BE e E RS SR EHE (K0T)  (Big River) , (/&5 A) (The
Outsiders ) , (Ji#E)R) (Oliver) , (%kEliHE) (The Wizard of Oz) 13
eI ZE COERT) (Grease) -

WA AR F RN ER TR ESREE - A A EERREE - Bl
EEERZS 5 il DS B B S 2 B mAVERZ R - RtbEm s BafE (5—RE
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ER i
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“Look at me: I'm stressed”

Probably likes to cuddle

He's got the kinda vibe that says
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But that's just a first impression
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I could be totally wrong
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Who rides a Harley, hits the gym
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And makes his money dealing crack HFBE
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it/ 4t T RE R BRI A |

But that's just a first impression
Bi5 L2 —E%

Sif AT ERER T
S © ZE TR TR

71




| could be totally wrong

WHRESE 28 T -

It's only a first impression
EHEEHIR
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Are worth a second glance

ERHE—

LI
It's worth a second glance
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A second glance
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CASEY: Really - there's just so many adjectives
to choose from. I wouldn't even know where to start
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She considers Jesus boss
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But when I try to change
EEt e ae
There's my past, saying no.
EERAEE 0 BA

Maybe it's all cause of dad,
TEFEf N AEE
His new kids, his new wife

AR %1 - MEHrEET

Or why not just blame mom
BT Ry (TR B BRI
Who's been nuts my whole life...
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NAETESE © R ~ (S ELRAE -
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g S HR A IMEZIR
When you've felt so alone since
AR EEAN L AT
The moment of birth HR 2 B ER T -
AEAEHIHR—Z
And you're struggled to find
[RGIS I3

) FEFEFT
Your own true sense of worth 5
IR E E IR E(EE TR
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When it seems there is no one
BRIz

Across this whole earth

5 S B R

To depend upon, you carry on
(AR it
Just like you always do

BRGSO

Cause it's safer to rely on you.
N R REEIREL I 2 4

Oh, it's safer to rely on you.
M (REEIRE L4 -
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HHSE S R
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Seen a million movies
Bl —HEEER
All selling true love.
HEEITEE

Fantasies I'm not sure
WAMEE ELL]1E
That I'm worthy of.
ERAERFH
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& [ml EEfir
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Caution to the wind

S b EEN
My heart's been on display. AR

HHILEAE RS |

Still the end result is
IS FE S

It's not gone my way. B Al nofi
ERAERERNTAGE -

So when | date some new guy

Pt LA R M35 A 4 e PSS — LT G LI
Who's a deadbeat or jerk T - BEGH - FTHENME

ARG ECRE

At least I'm not so crushed
2P HEANERIE TR

When it all doesn't work... LA TP U TY
EiE— VAR . .
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R IREIASE - A EHRINEE » HLEREEC - AWTHRUE
IRBLE I

NAETESE © BRRRE - B AL REEER -

Eo% ClL
A I B HMEZIH,
When you once, unafraid,
E ARG ST R TR FE = T
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Wore your heart on your sleeve

FEIRECEME T |

And the ones that you loved
EA AR E A
Chose to just turn and leave

R S R

Every day it gets harder to
RS E IR
Somehow believe

AFUATHAEE

You will survive, so you strive
REEF N FTLURESS T
Just to keep up your guard
HER TIRFED

Cause it's safer to hold every card.
N R = E R 4 -

Oh, it's safer to hold every card.
I TR S E LS -
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HP S ] SMEZRIA
| feel out of control
WREERZET WL
| feel safe on the ground. T HOEZ N WA ]
Peleitma FREZE 4
I go building up walls
WETE ERERI

Yet | wish to be found.
EHIERA ZHHE]

A true contradiction to which I am bound
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As | keep on spinning around and around... | fEfERYE—F
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And | look at the people
HEE A MR NERE AT
Who've worked it all out R = R

AL TiE—Y)
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And | wonder why I'm still
PAEHNE Ry (TTERA 2R HEAG NMEEATE
A bundle of doubt and sometimes R = Rk
—HERAYEER] - A
I wanna just stand up and shout...
ER BRI NG L A =gl |
“Just commit and deal with it H BB RTE
" HEEGEIREE
Before your life flies by...
TEAREY A s AR 2 A RIS E IERTT
Don't let your life fly by ...” R H CAVRAR
Vel S AN Bl =T = i
But is it safer?
(ERELE ot el il
Maybe it's safer et g 1 TR
[UEREL TR EEFEALAET
If I don't try
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| am standing at the start
PeubAEAERT L

Of something that is new

Ry 7 — LS

-

g
Xﬂ

Ser H i

I can't keep building walls
ER N e
Despite what I've been through

B R

teteEmaEE

If I may have found the someone
WISRPARE] THE A
The one I should be looking for

HEZ =N

EHERETT

I'd be a jerk to run away

WG 2R E

So I'll hold my breath and stay
Pt AR B (IR B

it
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WA
We can make it to tomorrow
AT DABRREEIA R MAEEBIL
Or just end it all right here B
BT IE A4S R — 1)
We could fall flat on our faces
Bl TrT RE sl k& teredei
Or fall more in love each year BRI T
BE L AT
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Possibilities are vast
AREME R ERHY TN

97




WA
This may be one perfect moment
1B TR R e A 2 =

Or maybe this is something

HEWFFE—VIRE Bl
That will last TERTE R
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If we say goodbye forever
WP K =R R 8L 1] o i
Would | miss some true romance? EE uifi
WEpEia — L HIEARENE ?

CEU T
All the burdens that we carry

5 AT B SRR

LG
Need to let them go, and fast

FEBMPTE - T LB ELES
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WA
So there's not one perfect moment

T LU — {58 =R

But rather there is something
MmEA —EREREE
that will last

KL

WA

I am through with holding on
WEAFFES;

I won't let mistakes and memories
B GG E] 1

Get the best of me

(EEllraa:NERY

Oh ooh whoa
IR IR
Though my doubts are far from gone

HEPAIRHVBE R R BRI A TR

I will leap into the future
ol (e R 2K

And just wait and see
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SMERI

A
If we make it to tomorrow

ARFLAIHE R EIHR

If we stand the test of time
AR AT RE R T Y =5

Or the wind's too strong against us
B SR A ARER ARG8T

And we can't quite make the climb
WTER e REE

All I know is in this moment
W RIBER AT 2 —Z]
My past is just my past
Heryia L R 2R 2

Right now | can't help but wonder

B A AR

If this could be the something that will last
USRS A LU — ok IV SRS

LI
Could this be the something
i e

Safi
Could this be the something
i e
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That will last ? HRES T
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