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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the relationship between the nation,
political parties, and historiography in post-war Taiwan and the role of the Academia
Historica in the national governance system through the changes in the organization
and the compiling of history after its restoration in Taiwan.

The study finds that as an official historical institution, the Academia Historica has
had a close relationship with the Party’s History Council of Kuomintang (KMT) since
the days of the ROC in China. Under Dang Guo during the martial law period, the
compiling of official history activities are mostly led by the Party’s History Council of
Kuomintang, with the Academia Historica playing a supporting role. After the
restoration of the Academia Historica in Taiwan in 1957, the Academia Historica and
the Party’s History Council of Kuomintang continued to maintain a cooperative
partnership. National history is also based on the history of the Kuomintang, with the
aim of competing with the People's Republic of China for the legitimacy of the KMT
regime in China.

After the mid-1980s, due to the democratization and political changes in Taiwan,
the relationship between the Academia Historica and the Party’s History Council of
Kuomintang began to be questioned by the legislators of the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP). The process of enacting the “Archives Act” has led to controversies over
the positioning of the Academia Historica and its retention or abolition. The Academia
Historica then attempted to raise its academic status and gradually adjust its working
environment and related operations. The quality and quantity of the compiling results
have improved significantly, but it is still impossible to break away from the China-
based framework.

After the change of political party in 2000, the DPP government came to power
and the director of the Academia Historica was replaced by an academic. In addition to
compiling national history, the agency has added new responsibilities, becoming a
special government institution that combines historical research, archival collections,
and the display of Presidential and Vice Presidential Artifacts. With the new director at

the helm, the “Taiwan History” has gradually become a part of national history, and the



academic status of the Academia Historica has been greatly enhanced. It has replaced
the Party’s History Council as the leading organization for official history compiling
activities.

After the KMT returned to power in 2008, the status of the “History of the
Republic of China” was reaffirmed. As a government institution, the Academia
Historica is still profoundly influenced by the agenda of the ruling party and the
differences in the academic expertise of its directors, and thus presents a different

picture of its national history compilation activities.

Keywords: Academia Historica, Party’s History Council, Official Compiling History,

Orthodox, Legitimacy
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