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Abstract

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) lived during the late 19th-century and early 20th-century. It
was also the time when French musical art made was transitions between Romanticism and
Modernism. While followed the principals of Classicism, he simultaneously showed a distinct

modem, personal style, which earned him recognition as a leading figure of Impressionism.

In previous research and Ravel’s own correspondence, the Sonata for Violin and Piano in
A minor discussed in this report was never mentioned. People generally believed that Ravel
composed only one violin and piano sonata. However, in 1975, American musicologist Arbie
Orenstein (1937-) compiled and published the manuscript of what is now considered Ravel's
true first violin and piano sonata, by naming it “Posthumous Sonata for Violin and Piano in A
minor”. The discovery shifted existing perceptions. Composed in 1897, while he was studying
at the Paris Conservatoire, this single-movement sonata is Ravel’s first work featuring string
instruments. The piece leans toward a Romantic style but also reveals Ravel’s efforts to innovate

rhythm and harmony. It serves as the foundation for his later chamber music compositions.

This written report consists of four chapters: Chapter I is the introduction, including
research motivation, objectives, scope, and methodology. Chapter II reviews some related
literature, with the first section presenting the composer’s brief biography, the second examines
his compositional characteristics and significant works., and the third section discussing the
compositional background and premiere details of the Sonata for Violin and Piano in A Minor.
Chapter III provides a musical analysis of the entire piece, an exploration of interpretation and

the collaboration art between violin and piano. Chapter IV concludes the whole report.

Keywords: Ravel, Impressionism, Violin and Piano Sonata in A minor, Collaborative Piano
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