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The study and creation of anti-traditional folktale by 2D animation - Take the

Thief Chi legend as an example
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Abstract

With the highly developing of computer technology and innovation day by day and
advance of animation technology, 3D animation films have become a fad in whole
world in recent years; thus, lots of animation companies follow this trend and 2D
animation decreases gradually. However, researcher believes that 2D animation has
more perceptual lines which 3D animation can't behave. This study combines Chinese

ink technique and traditional animation technology to create a short animation.

This creation takes traditional folktale, a household story- “the Thief Chi legend”,
as the inspiration, redefines the original main idea that everybody regards Thief Chi as a
thief and a liar and then changes it into the other version, Thief Chi is a teenager with
sense of justice. At the end of story, he is still wanted by the police, but he has
disappeared. In addition, the short animation adds the story that Thief Chi helped people,
which express the concept “Seeing is not always believing, we must consider the deeper

meaning behind the fact, and think from other aspects.”

The process of making the Chinese ink animation is very complicated, so this
research separates it into two parts: the dynamic and static pictures. The dynamic
pictures are made with ink pen; therefore, the lines will remain the original
characteristics of handy-stroke. After finishing all the rough drafts, the computer
colored drafts in the style of Chinese ink painting for time saving. Nevertheless, the
trend of 3D animation is inevitable. To increase various development and competition
advantage, 2D animation should combine with 3D animation or other multimedia. As
for traditional culture, researcher expects that more traditional culture characteristic of
Taiwan will pass down to next generation in the future by animation, and traditional

culture can spread along with science and technology.

Keyword: truth and appearance, traditional folktale, 2D animation, Chinese ink

animation, computer graphic.
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