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ABSTRACT

Wangan lIslet is located in the south of the Penghu Islands. Because of the islet's
coral reefs and rich marine resources, local islanders are highly dependent on corals.
The islet’s corals, aragonite, fishing weirs, fish stoves, and traditional houses, captain,
etc are all closely related among themselves. The low population density and economic
activity make its marine environment a place to learn about low carbon tourism which
will be beneficial to fight cliamet change. This study takes the perspective of low-
carbon tourism by inventorying and analyzing the local natural and human resources
to promote "low-carbon" island regenergation for sustainability.

The purposes of this study are as follows: (1) to identify and inventory the islet’s
local resources conducive to low-carbon-oriented tourism for promoting local
regeneration; (2) to discuss how to make use of the islet’s natural and human resources
to facilitate local regenerational activity; and (3) to propose a strategy for low-carbon
activities to enhance awareness among Wangan Islanders and non-islanders about the
vitality of promoting low-carbon tourism on Wangan lIslet.

This study analyzes documents and conducts in-depth interviews. The
interviewees were people familiar with islands and marine ecology, including 14
Wangan Islanders and Houliao Islanders, and 4 experts and scholars. The interviews
focus on the coral landscape and its related daily life, coral crisis and cultivation, coral
ecology and climate, and the joint initiative of carbon reduction and rural regeneration
through carbon reduction, the wisdom of local elderlys and enterprises, and how
corals, seagrass, ocean carbon sinks have become islands views on opportunities for
regeneraqtion.

The study results in a few specific strategies which are low-carbon tourism based
on the islet’s local resources. They include accommodation activities in traditional
stone houses (Shumian), fishing in stone weirs with trantional boating activity, drying
and cooking fish harvest with fish stoves, diving and snorkeling activities let by local
fishing captains, treasure hunts for aragonite and gemstone coral, and coral cultivation
acticity in the laboratory or the ocean. These are all activites that will promote the
local wisdom and utilizes the islanders’ skills and expertises.

Keywords: Penghu Wangan, island regeneration, climate change, low-carbon
ecotourism, low-carbon tourism, local resources, and carbon price.
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