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Abstract

Taipei Baseball Stadium was constructed in 1957. It served as an important venue
to develop baseball in post-war Taiwan. However, it was later demolished in 2000, with
today’s “Taipei Arena” built in its place. Though Taipei Arena appears to share no
connection with the Stadium whatsoever, to baseball fans and participants alike, the
once great stadium remains in the hearts of many.

As to reasons behind Taipei Municipal Stadium’s construction, the post-war
international situation at the time was opportune for Taiwan to promote baseball as
means of maintaining relations with friendly nations, prompting the government to
construct a baseball stadium. To baseball promoters however, despite being the capital,
Taipei lacked a stadium that met professional standards. Therefore, under the collective
efforts of Hsieh, Kuo-Cheng and other prominent figures in baseball, the Stadium was
built. Yet, the newly constructed Stadium was still considered bare bones. Only after
subsequent considerations for international matches, attention from leadership, in
addition to public-private consensus on building a sports venue, did the Stadium
eventually modernize. On another aspect, added facilities reflected the people’s will for
the stadium, symbolizing the increasingly fervent participation by fans as well as
recreational needs of Taiwan’s industrial-commercial society. The administration also
imposed their will on the Stadium’s appearance, which did not necessarily have the
intended effect on the participants. Just as professional baseball matches were about to
unfold, enterprises began to spearhead the Stadium’s alteration.

Reviewing events that took place at Taipei Baseball Stadium, the first match was
the exchange match with Waseda University. But, the one match that critically
influenced baseball development in Taiwan would be Hongye Junior Baseball Team’s
match in 1968. However, it was nonetheless just a match that took place at the Stadium.
Instead, it was the three level baseball craze of the 1970s, the team selection tournament
finals predominantly held at the Stadium, complemented by television relay that
presented the Stadium for all to see. Furthermore, many baseball matches clashed to be
held at the Stadium, resulting in many important matches to take place there, solidifying
its standing as an important venue to participants, if not the highest hall. After the 1990s,
a significant number of professional baseball matches took place at the Stadium,
strengthening participants’ impression.

Yet, with increasing demand for a “Taipei Dome”, Taipei Baseball Stadium
became a venue for consideration. Under Taipei City Government’s planning for sports
venue construction, a decision was passed to rebuild it into a small scale gymnasium.
After plans for demolition were confirmed, CPBL held the “20th Century Taipei

Baseball Stadium Review Relay Commemorative Match”, which evoked past

\"



participants’ reminiscing of the Stadium. After the Stadium’s removal, remaining
artifacts and media transmission became the medium for public memory recall and
remake. Only after constant selection, did the Stadium become a part of participants’

historical memory.

Keywords: Sports Venue, Collective Memory, Oral History, Material Culture
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