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Abstract

Over the past century, the development of modern Chinese instrumental music has largely
been grounded in Western music theory, resulting in numerous differences from traditional
Chinese music, such as changes in notation, instrument reforms, and shifts in teaching methods.
The rich historical evolution of pipa music, a longstanding tradition, has also been significantly
influenced by these changes. Consequently, this paper endeavors to explore the syntactical
transformations in pipa music over the past century of development.

The thesis is divided into four chapters. The first chapter is the introduction, which outlines
the research motivation, objectives, and methods, and reviews the literature referenced in this
study. The second chapter traces and analyzes the origins and transformations of the Qing
Dynasty Gongche Notation of "Sai Shang Qu," focusing on five key sources: "The Secret Pipa
Scores of the Northern and Southern Schools," "New Pipa Score with Thirteen Sets of Daqu in
the Northern and Southern Schools," "The Pipa Scores of YangZhengXuan," "The Ancient
Melodies of Yingzhou," and "The Pipa Scores of Wang Yuting." This chapter examines and
compares these musical scores, exploring the motivations and implications behind the transition
of pipa music from small pieces to grand compositions. The third chapter analyzes and
compares the current nine versions of the "Sai Shang Qu" performance scores. The fourth
chapter concludes by discussing the changes in pipa music over the past century, focusing on
notation and teaching methods, and examines the background and significance of these

transformations.

Keywords: Sai Shang Qu, Pipa music, Transformation, Pipa Daqu
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