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Abstract

This study first points out that the continued existence of the Northern Synod after the
establishment of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in 1951 is a
unique situation that cannot be explained solely by postwar historical developments; it must
be traced back to the developmental differences between the northern and southern churches.
From the development of the Northern and Southern Missions after entering Taiwan, we can
see that the history and scale of the respective mother churches deeply influenced the
development paths of their overseas mission fields. George Leslie Mackay, who bore the heavy
responsibility for the success or failure of the first overseas mission field, had a strong
leadership style that made it difficult to recruit coworkers from the home church. The
succession by his son George W. Mackay and his son-in-law Tan Chhing-gi triggered the long-
term trauma of the New-People Movement. In addition, the division caused by the Canadian
Union Movement led to the mass loss of foreign missionaries. Furthermore, the strength of
control by the two mother churches was also crucial: the Presbyterian Church of England, with
its rich experience in overseas missions, was consistently able to effectively manage the
Southern Church; but the Presbyterian Church in Canada, due to its less experience in overseas
missions, was frequently emotionally blackmailed by its overseas missionaries, even
threatened with resignation. In contrast, although the Southern Church occasionally had
disputes, its collective Missionary Council organization could restrain oligarchic leadership,
provide sufficient personnel for the mission fields, and allow various mission institutions to
develop steadily. These factors account for why the Northern Church was smaller in scale than
the Southern Church during the Japanese colonial period. After the outbreak of the New-
People Movement in the Northern Church, a large number of newly replaced leaders within a
short time were influenced by Japanese (theological) education. The Northern Church,
originally weaker due to the limitations of its mother church, was further affected by the
disordered national identity of the New-People Movement members, whose dependence on
the Japanese church community was even greater than that of the original foreign missionaries
in Taiwan, unlike the Southern Church which had long-term stable succession. These
differences led to disparities in church-state relations at the end of the Japanese era and
sustained the scale gap of “small north, large south.” As a result, when the Northern Church
faced the establishment of the General Assembly, it insisted on retaining the Northern Synod
to avoid the dilution of its control over institutional enterprises by the Southern Church. It is
worth noting that both the Northern and Southern Churches initially welcomed the arrival of



the new rulers after the war; it was only after the World Council of Churches incident that the
Southern Church was forced onto the path of resistance. Such long-term historical
development and conceptual differences can only be approached with understanding and
sympathy—and with an attitude close to objectivity—through long-term contextual tracing,

enabling us to face past history candidly.

Keywords : Northern Synod ~ New-People Movement ~ North Formosa Mission Reports -

North-South Unity ~ United Theological College
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