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Abstract

This study primarily examines the Palace Army (yii-ch’ién chii-chiin) of the
Southern Song dynasty. This military force was formed by the Southern Song
government on the eve of the 1141 Song-Jin Treaty, following the removal of military
command from the great generals of the national reconstruction period—Hdn Hsi-
ch’ung, Chang Chiin, and Yiieh Fei. After stripping these generals of their authority,
their troops were reorganized into a standardized national force, which continued to
expand over time. The Palace Army played a crucial role in the military conflicts
between the Southern Song and the Jurchen Jin dynasty. They participated in the Song-
Jin War of 1161-1162, the Northern Expedition of 1163, the defensive operations of
1164, as well as the Northern Campaign in 1206 and the prolonged warfare that began
in 1217.

Focusing on the Garrison and Detachment (tun-shiu)—that is, the military
deployments—of the Palace Army, this study analyzes the transformations in their
deployment patterns during various stages of the Southern Song’s foreign relations. It
further explores how changes in the Southern Song's external situation and diplomatic
policies influenced these deployments, and how these, in turn, brought about structural
changes within the organization of the Palace Army.

This research finds that the evolution of the Palace Armies’ Garrison and
Detachment can be divided into two phases: (1) the No Garrisoned in border areas, and
(2) the Heavy garrisoned in border areas Period. The first phase emerged in the context
of the 1141 Song-Jin Treaty, which imposed restrictions on military deployments in
border regions. In compliance with the treaty, the Southern Song stationed the Palace
Army south of the Yangtze River, and adopted a rotational system wherein a small
number of “Detachments” (shu-ping) were periodically dispatched to key strongholds
across the Huainan region. This mode of deployment was inherited by the treaties
signed in 1164 and 1208. The second phase arose after the Jin dynasty was invaded by
the Mongols and suffered a decline following its southward retreat. As the Jin’s national
strength continued to wane, the Southern Song chose to abandon the treaty obligations
and redeployed most of the Palace Army to frontier areas near the Jin border. However,
as the conflict became increasingly prolonged and seemingly endless, this mode led to

the integration of the Palace Army’s military structure with the local administrative
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system, resulting in a phenomenon of “fragmentation.”

Keywords: Southern Song dynasty, Palace Army, supreme commandant, Garrison and

Detachment, War and Diplomacy between the Song and Jin Dynasties
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