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Abstract

The White Terror shaped by the Republic of China in Taiwan created many political prisoners.
These political prisoners were imprisoned for their thoughts or actions that differed from the
government. They were in a terrible situation of broken families and even lost lives. Under such strong
political oppression, rescuers of political prisoners began to appear in Taiwan. They used diverse
methods to try to influence decision-makers.

This article focuses on the "rescue actions" of political prisoners. By exploring eight political
prisoners cases with different backgrounds, different contents, and different identities in different eras,
I try to understand what are the similarities and differences in the political rescue energy they have
obtained. In this article, I use the image of "stream" as a metaphor, and divide the connotation of
"rescue action" into "upstream: rescue initiators", "midstream: rescue transmitters", and "downstream:
rescue aggregators" to analyze the rescue structure.

The international situation in the 1950s and 1960s was an important factor affecting rescue actions,
but the personal connections of the political prisoners themselves were also very critical. With the
rescue action of the Peng Mingmin case, the rescuers realized that overseas actions were relatively
feasible. Therefore, the rescue type changed from "domestic rescue" to "overseas through domestic
cooperation" and "overseas direct intervention". In the 1970s, "violent" political cases occurred
frequently. Whether these political prisoners who were labeled "violent" could get the help of
international human rights groups was indeed closely related to the recognition of violent behavior.
After more than 20 years of political rescue actions, the rescuers also knew the importance of the
"immediate" rescue action, so after the 1979 Kaohsiung Incident, it can be observed that they actively
rescued before the trial.

In every rescue action, there are many people and groups participating and cooperating. These
people and actions make a little become a lot, and finally even bring more energy to push Taiwan onto

the road to democratization.

Keywords: Rescue of political prisoners, Amnesty International, United States Congress, WUFI,

Kaohsiung Incident.
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