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Plow Improving Activities in Taiwan (1800s~1960s)
Cheng-Hao Tsai*

ABSTRACT

Cultivating efficiency depends on its agriculture implements. The invention of the
plow raises its farming production. Even some researches indicate that the plow is the
most important faming tool dates back to the past.

In Japan, since the Meiji Restoration, the government and its people have been
dedicated lots of efforts to plow improved. Around 1900, the experts in agriculture
implements made up the steady-improving plow with short sole. As to Taiwan, the
conventional plow imported from China in the 17" century. It is high steady and weight
less; cultivated by one person with one buffalo. Unfortunately, it is damaged easily
and could not be used in deep plowing. For increasing the agriculture production,
the agribusiness units also dedicated themselves to the farm-improving work under
Japanese colonial period. Taiwan first improved plow was invented in 1922, After
1922, by importing the improved plow from Japan and investing lots of efforts for plow
improving activities, gradually, Taiwan improved plow, developed matured. Its not only

replaced the role of the conventional plow in Taiwan but changed the structure of plow.

Keyword: Conventional Plow, Improved Plow, Japanese plow with short sole,

Buffalo Cultivation, Suenaga Hitosi.
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