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Sino-Indian Security Relations in the Indo-Pacific Region

Abstract

"Indo-Pacific" as an emerging geopolitical concept is integrating Pacific region and
Indian Ocean region into a continuous geographical space. This concept has been
widely discussed by many countries in recent years. After reviewing the forming and
development of the concept, this study suggests that except for the rise of powerful
countries in the region, global economy, energy security, and the shift of national
strategic center all greatly highlight the importance of the Indo-Pacific region. At
present, China and India are the important actors within the region. The rise of China
and India will affect not only the regional stability but also the balance of global power.
After discussing both land and sea security relations between China and India with the
geopolitical research approach, this study concludes that land border issues, land power
competition and overlapping seapower are the main challenges for the future
development of Sino-Indian security relations.

Because of border dispute, war broke out between China and India in 1962. The
two sides established a variety of negotiation mechanisms after re-engagement.
However, years of negotiations have not fully resolved this dispute. The border dispute
will continue to hinder the development of Sino-Indian relations. In addition to the
border dispute, the vertical expansion of China and the horizontal expansion of India
have shaped the pattern of competition between China and India in the Indo-Pacific
region. Besides of border dispute, the balance of land and sea power between China and
India in the Indo-Pacific region will become an important factor affecting Sino-Indian
relations and regional security in the future. Although the development of Sino-Indian
relations faces with many challenges, the establishment and operation of negotiation
mechanisms, the promotion of economic and trade relations, and the emphasis on
development of friendship by both leaders will help the two sides to maintain peace in
the short term.

Keyword: geopolitics, Indo-Pacific region, Sino-Indian relations
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