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Abstract

With the prevalence of camping, the land use in indigenous areas has also been
changed. The campsites have become the most common new landscapes in
indigenous areas. However, the development of campsites in indigenous areas is
generally considered to be an indiscriminate cultivation of forests and a damage to the
environment. In this regard, indigenous peoples as local land practitioners, their views
and subjectivity are also worthy of attention. The author wonders what the
background of the change of land use in indigenous areas is from crop cultivation to
camping area operation? What are the similarities and differences between the
indigenous peoples' land practices in agricultural and non-agricultural operation?
What impacts will the development of campsites have in indigenous areas?

In order to solve the above problems, this study chose the Three Southern
Villages (Shilin Village, Xiangbi Village, Meiyuan Village) in Tai'an Township,
Miaoli County as the research area. Then, this study collected and analyzed data
through the methods of document collation, field research and interview, to explore
the development and influence of campsites in indigenous areas. Results are as
follows:

1. Before the development of the campsites, the indigenous land use in the Three
Southern Villages was mostly intensive and market-oriented. However, when the
indigenous people face difficulties in agricultural operations, making it difficult for
them to obtain sufficient income from the land, they will leave the land idle,
abandoned, or privately lease or sell it to non-indigenous people.

2. In recent years, the campsites in the Three Southern Villages have developed
rapidly, and the operators are mostly retired indigenous civil servants. They have
more capital and can reach the operating threshold of campsites, and because they
have been working outside for a long time, they have limited agricultural
knowledge and experience, and their physical strengths are more difficult to carry
out agricultural works, so they convert the lands into campsites.

3. The development of campsites can bring economic benefits, and the indigenous
people will use traditional land knowledge to maintain a harmonious relationship
between people and land. If we can provide assistance in national land regulations,
it will help the indigenous people return to their hometowns to manage their land
and reduce the loss of indigenous land. In this way, indigenous land will have the
opportunity to show the nature of collective rights.

Keywords: Campsite, Indigenous Land, Indigenous Peoples , Community
Development, Tai'an Township
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