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Abstract

The Taiwan Mandolin Ensemble is currently the most active mandolin music
group in Taiwan. Founded in 2007 by Zihan Chen, the group has now been in existence
for eighteen years. Dedicated to promoting mandolin music, the ensemble has attracted
members from diverse regions and music backgrounds. Through shared musical
practice over time, members not only became acquainted through the mandolin but also
developed deep friendships and a strong sense of belonging. As a musical community,
the ensemble fosters a collective identity among its members, who in turn play a vital
role in further promoting mandolin music in Taiwan.

This study documents the rehearsal and performance processes of the Taiwan
Mandolin Ensemble and, through interviews with the ensemble leader, conductors, and
members, explores the development of mandolin music in Taiwan and the interpersonal
connections formed through music.

Through the concrete presentation of video, this study seeks to address the
limitations of written ethnography in capturing interpersonal interactions—particularly
the “dialogic” relationships that emerge during musical performance, including body
language, eye contact, breathing rhythms, and spontaneous interactions. These visual

details help viewers more deeply understand how music operates within a group and
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generates emotional meaning.

Keywords: Taiwan Mandolin Ensemble, mandolin music, sense of community,

audiovisual ethnomusicology, documentary filmmaking
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